Recently, we reported the first monoclinic [Kuai & Cheng (2011) . Acta Cryst., E67, o2787] and the orthorhombic polymorph [Kuai & Cheng (2011) . Acta Cryst., E67, o3014] of the title compound, C 15 H 12 N 2 O 2 . Another monoclinic polymorph was obtained accidentally by the hydrothermal reaction of the title compound with manganese chloride in the presence of potassium hydroxide at 413 K. The asymmetric unit consists of four independent molecules. In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the independent molecules into four separate chains parallel to the b axis.
Related literature
For the synthesis of 4-((1H-benzo [d] imidazol-1-yl)methyl)-benzoic acid, see: Hua et al. (2010) . For two other polymorphs of the title compound, see: Kuai & Cheng (2011a,b) . For related structures, see Das & Bharadwaj (2009) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Figures Fig. 1 . The crystal structure of the title compound showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. 
